U.S. Department of Justice 

Drug Enforcement Administration 



JUL 1 1 2013 

Case Number: 1 3 -003 63 -F 

Subject: All responses sent to Congressional Committees between January 01, 2008 to the present 



Michael Morisy 
MuckRock News 
DEPT MR 5363 
P.O. Box 55819 

Boston, Massachusetts 02205-5819 
Dear Mr. Morisy: 

This letter responds to your Freedom of Information Act/Privacy Act (FOI/PA) requests 
dated May 06, 2013 and June 5, 2013, addressed to the Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA), 
Freedom of Information/Privacy Act Unit (SARF), seeking access to information regarding the 
above subject. 

We have thoroughly reviewed your request letter as submitted and found it to be deficient. 
Your request as written does not meet the requirements of the FOIA, 5 U.S.C. § 552 (a)(3)(A), since 
it does not reasonably describe records. The Department of Justice (DOJ) rules, contained at 28 
C.F.R. § 16.3, provide that "you must describe the records in enough detail to enable department 
personnel to locate them with a reasonable amount of effort" and when possible, your request 
should include specific information about each record sought such as the date, title or name, author 
and subject matter of the record. These specifics are important to determine the extent and scope of 
the search, and to determine the records that are responsive. DEA can make certain presumptions to 
overcome some of the deficiencies in your request, but not all of them. 

Please be advised that the tracking and storage system utilized by DEA's Office of 
Congressional and Public Affairs to manage incoming and outgoing correspondence is designed to 
track and find individual pieces of correspondence. The system does not allow filtering between 
incoming, outgoing, drafts, final, or attachments. It is not designed to collect categories of 
correspondence, such as all pieces of mail between two dates, or all mail to a select group of 
individuals. 

There are 535 members of Congress, each of whom could be an author for requested 
correspondence. In addition, there are over 135 committees, subcommittees, Caucus', leadership 
offices, and other formal organizations associated with Congress where correspondence between 
DEA and the author of the letter would potentially fall within the parameters of this request. DEA 
responds to an estimated 300 letters from members of Congress, committees, Caucus', or other 
Congressional bodies each year. Under the FOIA an agency is not required to research a topic, 
create records or engage in a far reaching search of every record system to satisfy a FOIA request. 
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No further action will be initiated on this request unless and until we are in receipt of a 
better description of the records sought, to include specific names and dates. You may forward 
your response to the following address: 



If you are not satisfied with the response to this request, you may administratively appeal by 
writing to the Director, Office of Information Policy, United States Department of Justice, Suite 
1 1050, 1425 New York Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20530-0001, or you may submit an appeal 
through OIP's eFOIA portal at http ://www. j ustice.gov/oip/ efoia-portal .html . Your appeal must be 
received within sixty (60) days from the date of this letter. If you submit your appeal by mail, both 
the letter and the envelope should be clearly marked "Freedom of Information Act Appeal." 

If you have any questions regarding this letter, you may contact FOIA Specialist Djuana 
Lewis at 202-353-1075. 



DEA HEADQUARTERS 
ATTN: FOI/PA UNIT (SARF) 
8701 MORRISSETTE DRIVE 
SPRINGFIELD, VIRGINIA 22152 



Sincerely, 




Katherine L. Myrick, Chief 

Freedom of Information/Privacy Act Unit 

FOI/Records Management Section 



